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paring a code of laws for his people; and he an- 
nounces him in the character with which he in- 
tended to invest him. For purposes of legisla- 
tion, and the foundation of a political constitution, 
he requires the help of the trne God, for Moses is 
a great and noble man, who is unable to found 
upon a lie a work that is to last forever. He de- 
signs to realize the permanent happiness of the 
Hebrews by the constitution he intends to give 
them, and this end can only be reached by found- 
ing his legislation upon truth, Their mental 
faculties are too dull to receive this truth; he is 
unable to familiarize their sonls with it by rational 
means. Being unable to convince them, he has 
to persuade, bribe, overpower them by the influ- 
ence of supernatural agencies. He invests the 
God whom he announces to them, with attributes 
that render him comprehensible and commenda- 
ble to feeble minds; he has to envelop him in a 
heathenish robe, and has to be content if his peo- 
ple only estimate the heathenish attributes of his 
true God, and receive the true only in a heathen- 
ish dress. By this means he gains a great deal; 
the basis of his legislation is truth; a future re- 
former need not first overthrow the constitution, 
in order to change a few definitions,—a result 
which is inevitable in all false religious systems, 
as soon as they are examined by the light of rea- 
son. 

All the other states of that period, and even of 
subsequent ages, are based upon fraud and delu- 
sions, and upon idolatry, although we have shown 
that in Keypt a small caste entertained correct 
notious of the Supreme Being. Moses, who be- 
longs to this caste, and is indebted to it for his 
better knowledge of the Supreme Being, is the 
first who -not only dares to divulge these secret 
doctrines of the mysteries, but to make them the 
basis of a political constitution. For the benefit 
of his age and of posterity, he becomes a traitor 
against the mysteries, and causes a whole nation 
to partake of a truth that had hitherto been the 
exclusive privilege of a few sages. It is true, 
with the new religion it was beyond his power to 
impart to them the power to comprehend it; in 
this respect the Egyptian epopte enjoyed a great 
advantage over them. The epoptæ recognized 
truth by their reason; all that the Hebrews could 
do was to blindly believe it.* 


THE LEGISLATION OF LYCURGUS AND 
SOLON. 


LYCURGUS. 


In order to appreciate the plan of Lycurgns as 
it deserves, we have to look back npon the poli- 
cal condition of Sparta as it existed at that 
period, and study the constitution which the re- 


* The readers of this essay may be reminded of an 
essay of a similar import, entitled: On the moet an- 
cient Hebrew Mysteries, by br. Decius, a celebrated and 
highly deserving author, from which essay I have ex- 
tracted a few ideas and facts here enunciated. 

t These Lectures were first published in the eleventh 
number of the Thalia. 
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public possessed at the time when Lycurgus pro. ' 
posed to offer his new code of laws. Two kings, 
both of them having equal power, were at the 
head of the government; each jealons of the 
other, each endeavoring to create for himself a 
party, and to limit by such means the power of 
his associate. From the two first kings, Procles and 
Eurysthenes, this jealousy had been perpetuated by 
their respective descendants down tothe period when 
Lycurgus made his appearance upon this stage ; 
During this long period Sparta had been con- 
tinually disturbed by factions. Each king songht 
to bribe the people by granting extraordinary 
license, and these grants finally drove the people 
to insolence and rebellion. Between monarchy 
and democracy the republic was balancing to and 
fro, passing rapidly from the one extreme to the 
other. The rights of the people and the powers 
of royalty were not yet distinguished by suitable 
and fixed lines of demarkation, riches accumulated 
in a few families. The rich citizens tyrannized 
over the poor, and the despair of the latter broke 
out in rebellion. ' 

Torn by internal discord the feeble republic 
had to become the prey of its warlike neighbors, 
or else split into several tyrannical governments. 
It is in this condition that Sparta was found by 
Lycurgus; ill-defined limits of the royal and 
popular powers, unequal distribution of property 
among the citizens, want of public spirit aud har- 
mony, and a complete political exhaustion, were 
the evils that claimed the most urgent attention 
of the legislator, and which he had therefore 
chiefly to consider in framing his laws. 

On the day that Lycurgus in tended to promul- 
gate his new laws, he caused thirty of the most in- 
fluential citizens whom he had first gained over to 
his cause, to appear in the public square; they 
were armed in order to intimidate those who 
might feel tempted to resist. King Charilaus, 
frightened by these arrangements, fled into the 
temple of Minerva, because he imagined that this 
whole movement was directed against himself. 
But this fear being removed from him, he was 
even prevailed upon to give an active support: 
to the plan of Lycurgus. 

The first change affected the government. In 
order to prevent hereafter all uncertain waver- 
ing of the republic between royal tyranny and 
anarchical democracy, Lycurgus created a third 
power which was to serve as a counterbalancing 
influence, and was denominated the Senate. ‘The 
Senators, of whom there were twenty-eight, 
making: thirty with the kings, were to side with the 
people if the kings abused their power; on the 
contrary, if the people should become too power- 
ful, they were to side with the kings, and protect 
them against the people. An excellent arrange- 
ment by means of which Sparta escaped forever 
from the violent internal commotions that had con- 
vulsed it heretofore. By this means cither party 
was prevented from trampling on the other; 
against both the Senate and the people the kings 
were powerless ; nor could the people arrogate to 
themselves the reins of power, if the kings and 
the Senate were arrayed against them. 

A third case had been overlooked by Lycurgus; 
where the Senate itself abused its power. Asa 
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mediating power the Senate, without endangering | the germs of luxury. He directed all citizens to 


the public tranquillity, might with the same ease 
join either the kings or the people, but the kings 
could not combine with the people against the 
Senate without endangering the safety of the re- 
public. The Senate soon began to improve the 
advantages of its position, and to use its power 
beyond the bounds contemplated by the consti- 
tution. In this the Senate succeeded more easily, 
since the small number of senators made it the 
more easy to concert their measures, The suc- 
cessor of Lycurgus filled this gap by introducing | 
the Ephori who were to hold the power of the | 
senators in check. 

A more dangerous and bolder arrangement was 
the second one made by Lycurgus. It was to 
divide the whole country in equal portions among 
the citizens, and to remove the distinction betwecn 
rich and poor forever. The whole territory was 
divided into thirty thousand shares, the land around 
Sparta into nine thousand, each share being suffi- 
cient to afford abundant support to a family. 
Sparta now exhibited a beautiful and attractive 
view, and Lycurgus was dclighted with the sight 
when he made a trip through the country. ‘The 
whole of Laconia, he exclaimed, is like a field 
which brothers have shared among each other as 
brothers. 

Lycurgus felt disposed to distribute personal 
property as he had donc the soil. But there were 
invincible obstacles in the way which impcded the 
accomplishment of this measure. He therefore 
sought to reach this end by a circuitous route, and 
to cause that which it was beyond his power to 
nullify by a decree, to fall by an inherent want of 
conservative vitélity. 

He commenced by prohibiting gold and silver 
coin, and introducing iron coin in its stead. At 
the same time he affixed a trifling value to a large 
and heavy lump of iron, so that a considerable 
space was required to keep a small sum of money, 
and horse-power to move it from one place to 
another. To prevent every temptation to put a 
value on this kind of-money, on account of the 
iron, he caused the metal which was used for such 
purposes, to be made red hot, whereupon it was 
cooled in vinegar and hardened, and by this means 
rendered unfit for any other purpose. 

Who now would be tempted to steal or to accu- 
mulate riches, since the small profit could neither 
be concealed nor used ? 

Lycurgus did not content himself with depriving 
his fellow citizens of the means of luxury; he re- 
moved from their sight the objects that might 
have tempted their desires. A foreign merchant 
had no use for Sparta’s iron moncy which was the 
only coin they possessed. Artists who worked 
for the luxurious gratification of the senses, dis- 
appeared from Sparta, no forcign vessel entered 
the Spartan ports, no adventurous traveler sought 
to make his fortune in this country; no merchant 
showed himself to lay Spartan vanity and luxury 
under contribution, for thcre was not any thing 
that could be taken in exchange, except iron 
coin which was rejected by every other nation. 
Luxury ceased, because there was not any body 
to keep it up. 

Tn another manner Lycurgus sought to stifle 


partake of the same farc at a common table. It 
was unlawful to cultivate effemimate habits at 
home, and to indulge in costly viands prepared in 
one’s own private kitchen. Every month, eaca 
citizen had to provide a certain quantity of ali- 
ments for the public table, and in return the re- 
public furnished him the food he required. Fifteen 
persons generally sat together at the samc table, 
and every meinber of such a mess had to be unani- 
mously voted for, in order to cnjoy the privilege 
of a scat among them. No one was permitted to 
stay away without a valid excuse; this rule was 
so stringently enforced that even king Agis was 
refused by the ephori the privilege which he had 
requested, of dining alone with his spouse after 
his return from a victorious campaign. Among 
the aliments used by the Spartans, the black soup 
has become famous; a dish in whose praise it was 
remarked that it could not be difficult for the 
Spartans to bc brave, since it was much easier to 
die than to eat their black soup. They seasoned 
their meals with mirth and fun, for Lycurgus him- 
self was so fond of it, that he erected an altar to 
the god of laughter in his own house. 

By introducing among his Spartans, the custom 
of taking their meals in common, Lycurgus accom- 
plished a great deal for his purpose. All extra- 
vagant expenditures for costly plate ceased, be- 
cause there was no use for such articles at the 
public table. Excesses were prevented forever ; 
sound and robust bodies were the consequence of 
this moderation and order, and healthy parents 
were able to beget healthy offspring. Eating in 
common accustomed the citizens to live in com- 
pany with each other, and to look upon each other 
as members of the same political body, not to 
mention the important fact that such a uniform 
mo'le of life must exercise an influence toward 
producing a state of commendable equanimity. 

By another law, no roofs werc permitted except 
such as had been made by means of an ax, nor 
were doors permitted to be used except such as 
had been made by means of a saw. No one 
dreamed of placing costly furniture in such a plain 
building ; every part of the house must agree with 
the whole. 

Lycurgus saw perfectly that it was not sufficient 
to make laws for his fellow citizens; he had to 
make citizens for these laws. In the minds of the 
Spartans he had to secure the belicf in the per- 
petuity of his constitution; he had to render them 
insensible to foreign impressions. 

The most important part of his legislation was 
the education of children; this closed, as it were, 
the circle within which the Spartan republic was 
to revolve as an independent and self-existing unit, 
Education was an important work of the state and 
the state a perpetual result of education. 

His solicitude for children-extended even to the 
beginning of life. The bodies of yonng females 
were hardened by exercise, in order to facilitate 
the production of robust and sound offspring. 
They even went without clothes in order to learn 
to endure any kind of exposure. The lover had 
to carry them off by stealth, and was only per- 
mitted to visit them during the night and stealth- 
ily. This prevented all excessive and continued 
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intimacy even during the first few years of their 
marriage, and had the effect of preserving their 
love in a state of freshness and intensity. ` 

All jealousy was banished from the marriage 
relation. Every thing was made subordinate to 
the main object, even female modesty. He sac- 
rificed the faithfulness of a wife, in order to pro- 
eure healthy children for the republic. 

As soon as the child was born, it belonged to 
the state. Father and mother had lost it. It was 
examined by the parents: if it was strong and 
well-shaped, it was confided to a nurse; if it was 
feeble and deformed, it was thrown down a pre- 
cipice from the top of Mount Taygetus. 

The Spartan nurses became famous throughout 
Greece, for the rigid manner in which they brought 
up their children. On this account they were sent 
for in distant parts. As soon as a boy had reached 
his seventh year, he was taken from them, and 
was educated, fed, and instructed with other chil- 
dren of the same age. At an early age he was 
taught to endure fatigue, and to acquire a perfect 
mastery over his limbs by continued and severe 
exercise. If the boys grew up to manhood, the 
noblest among them enjoyed the hope of finding 
friends among the older citizens who were attached 
to them with an enthusiastic affection. The old 
were present at their games, watched the rising 
genius, and quickened their ambition by praise or 
censure. If they desired a full meal, they had to 
steal the materials, and if any one was caught in 
doing this, he might expect severe retribution and 
public disgrace. Lycurgus chose this method of 
giving them, at an early age, habits of cunning 
and intrigue; for the warlike purposes for which 
he brought them up, he deemed these qualities as 
important as bodily strength and courage. We 
have adverted to the fact that Lycurgus did not 
hesitate to sacrifice modesty to his political ends. 
However, we should not omit to consider that 
neither the profanation of marriage nor this legiti- 
mate theft could occasion in Sparta the political 
injury which might be caused by such legislation 
in our own countries. Inasmuch as the state took 
charge of the education of children, their educa- 
tion was independent of the happiness and purity 
of marriages; inasmuch as little value was at- 
tached to property, and property was generally 
held in common, the security of property was of 
trifling importance, and an attempt against pro- 
perty, especially when directed by the state and 
perpetrated for some definite political end, was no 
crime in the eyes of the law. 

The young Spartans were forbidden to adorn 
themselves, except when going to battle or to meet 
some other danger, At such times they were per- 
mitted to adorn their hair, to ornament their gar- 
ments and arms. It was a saying of Lycurgus, 
that the hair rendered handsome people still 
handsomer, and ugly people frightful. It was 
undoubtedly a cunning contrivance of the law- 
giver to combine an appearance of festive mirth 
with occasions of danger and to deprive them by 
this means of their dangerous character. He 
went still further. In war he relaxed the severe 
discipline somewhat; the mode of living was a 
little more liberal, and transgressions were pun- 
ished less rigorously. 


Hence war became a sort 
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of recreation to the Spartan citizens, and they 
anticipated it with feelings of delight as an 
occasion for merry-making. If the enemy ap- 
proached, the Spartan king caused the Castorean 
hymn to be sung, and the soldiers marched out in 
close ranks, at the sound of the flute, to meet the 
danger with fearless bravery. 

The consequence of Lycurgus’ legislation was 


‘to cause every Spartan to prefer his country to 


his own private interests, and, free from private 
care, to live exclusively for the former. Hence 
he deemed it advisable to save his fellow-citizens . 
the trouble of attending to the ordinary business 
of life, and to cause even these ordinary kinds of 
labor to be performed by strangers, lest even the 
care of business or the interest in domestic affairs 
should withhold their attention from the national 
concerns. The labor in the field and house was 
therefore attended to by slaves, who were held 
like cattle in Sparta. They were called Helotes, 
from the Lacedemonian city Helos, whose inhabi- 
tants, against whom the Spartans waged war and 
who were conquered and made prisoners by the 
latter, became the first slaves the Spartans had. 
The name Helotes was afterward given to all 
Spartan slaves who were taken in battle. 

The treatment which these unhappy people en- 
dured in Sparta was most inhuman. They were 
regarded as mere chattels, that might be used for 
political purposes as their owners pleased. In 
their persons humanity was disgraced in a most 
shocking manner. In order to illustrate to the 
Spartan youths the evil effects of drinking fer- 
mented liquors, these Helotes were compelled to 
intoxicate themselves, in which condition they 
were exposed to the public gaze: They were 
compelled to sing infamous songs, and to dance 
like fools ; they were forbidden to indulge in any 
of the dances reserved for free citizens. 

They were used for much more inhuman pur- 
poses. The state felt interested in putting the 
courage of its boldest youths to severe tests, and 
preparing them for war by bloody practices. For 
this purpose a number of young men were sent 
by the Senate into the country, at certain periods 
of the year; they were provided with nothing but 
a dagger and some food. In the daytime they 
had orders to keep themselves concealed; bnt at 
night they went out upon the pulic roads, killing 
the Helotes who fell into their hands. This ar- 
rangement was known as the Cryptia or ambush ; 
it is doubted, however, whether it originated with 
Lycurgus. At all events, it is a legitimate con- 
sequence of his system. In consequence of fortu- 
nate wars, the number of Helotes grew so con- 
siderable that they became a source of danger to 
the republic. Driven to despair by such a bar- 
barous treatment, they incited rebellions, ‘he 
Senate hit upon an inhuman expedient, which 
was justified by the plea of necessity. Under 
cover of granting them their hberty. two thousand 
of the bravest Helotes were assembled on a cer- 
tain occasion during the Peloponnesian War, 
and, adorned with wreaths, were conducted to the 
temples in solemn procession. Here they sud- 
denly disappeared, and nobody ever knew what 
had become of them. It is a certain fact, which 
became proverbial among the Greeks, that Spar- 
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tan slaves were the most miserable of any, and 
that Spartan citizens were the freest men in the 
world. 

All kinds of labor being performed by the He- 
lotes, the citizens lived in continual idleness. 
The young men spent their time in warlike games 
and evolutions, and the old people were specta- 
tors and judges on such occasions, It was con- 
sidered disgraceful for an-old man in Sparta to 
stay away from tle place where the young were 
educated. In this way every Spartan became | 
jdentified with the republic, all his acts became | 
public acts. Youth grew up inypresence of the 
nation, and old age declined in life before the 
same witnesses. Unceasingly the Spartan kept 
his eye on Sparta, and Sparta kept its eye upon 
him, He was a witness to every occurrence, and 
his own life was witnessed by all. The love of 
glory was continually stimulated, the national 
spirit continually fed; the idea of country and 

ublic interest became interwoven with the inmost 
ife of the citizens. The public festivals, which 
were exceedingly common among the idle Spar- 
tans, afforded other opportunities of inflaming the 
national enthusiasm, On such occasions warlike 
songs were sung, the ordinary burden of which 
was, the glory of the citizens who had fallen in 
battle for their country, or encouragement to 
bravery, At such festivals the citizens were 
ranged in three choruses. ‘I'he chorus of the an- 
cients commenced singing: Jn past ages we were 
heroes! The chorus of the men respouded : We 
are heroes now; come who may to try us! The 
chorus of the boys concluded: Heroes we shall 
be; we shall obscure you by deeds ! 

On casting a hasty glance at Lycurgus’ legis- 
lation, we are seized with a pleasant surprise. 
Among all similar institutions of antiquity, this 
legislation is undoubtedly the most perfect, the 
Mosaic legislation alone excepted, which it 
resembles in many respects, especially in its fun- 
damental principles. It is complete within itself. 
All its parts cohere, one being logically depend- 
ent upon and resulting from the other. No bet- 
ter means could have been chosen to reach the 
end which Lycurgus liad in view, namely, to found 
a republic isolated from all others, sufficient unto 
itself, aud capable of maintaining itself by its own 
internal power and vital action. No lawgiver 
has ever imparted to any state the unity, the na- 
tional character and public sentiment, which Ly- 
curgus succeeded in developing in every Spartan 
breast. By what means was this end reached? 
By concentrating the activity of his countrymen 
upon the concerus of the republic, and closing up 
every channel that might have diverted their at- 
tention from such an exalted object. 

By his legislation, he had removed every thing 
that attaches the soul or inflames the passions, 
except the public welfare. Wealth and pleasure, 
sciences and arts, had no access to the hearts of 
the Spartans. The universal poverty which was 
the lot of every citizen, did away with the envious 
contrast of fortunes that excites the love of gain 
in most hearts; the desire of property disappeared 
together with the opportunity of exhibiting and 
using it. The deep ignorance in the arts and 
scieuces which, like a dark cloud, weighed upon 
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every Spartan mind, protected the constitution 
from encroachments that might have been at- 
tempted by enlightened minds; this very igno- 
rance, together with the rude national pride pecu- 
liar to every Spartan, constituted an insnrmount- 
able and unceasing barrier to their intercourse 
with the citizens of other Greek republics. Even 
in their cradle they were sealed with the stamp 


-of the republic, and the more they went contrary 


to other nations, the more they became attached 
to the common centre of patriotism. The coun- 
try was the first spectacle that the Spartan boy 
beheld as soon as his mental unfolding began. 
He woke from his slumber in the bosom of the 
republic ; he was surrounded by nothing but the 
nation, the national concerns, and his country. 
These made the first impression upon his brain, 
and his whole life was an unceasing renewal of 
this impression. 

In his own home, the Spartan citizen found 
nothing that conld have attracted him; the law- 
giver had taken care to remove all domestic in- 
centives. It was only in the bosom of the repub- 
lic that he found occupation, delight, honor, re- 
ward; all his impulses and passions were directed 
to this centre. The state owned the energy and 
powers of all its citizens; the public sentiment 
which inflamed all hearts, must kindle and feed 
the national spirit in every single heart, It is 
therefore no wonder that Spartan patriotism at- 
tained a height that must seem incredible to us. 
The Spartan citizens could never hesitate, if oc-- 
casion required, to choose between self-preserva- 
tion and the preservation of the republic. 

These facts enable us to comprehend how it be- 
came possible for the Spartan king Leonidas and 
his three hundred heroes to deserve an epitaph 
that is the most beautiful of its kind, and the 
sublinest monument of patriotic virtue. “ Relate 
of us, wanderer, ou thy arrival in Sparta, that we 
have fallen here in obedieuce to its laws.” 

It must be adinitted that nothing could be more 
profound, more adequate to the end than this 
constitution; that it is a complete masterpiece 
of its kind, and, that, if rigidly enforced, it must 
necessarily continue by virtue of its owu inherent 
power of preservation. But I should commit a- 
great mistake, if I confined my picture to these 
statements. ‘his admirable constitution deserves 
our severest condemnation; nothing could prove 
more disastrous for humanity than to see sucha 
form of government established in every country. 
We shall have no difficulty to become convinced 
of the truth of this assertion. 

Considered with reference to his own end, the 
legislation of Lycurgus is a masterpiece of politi- 
cal science and knowledge of human nature. He 
wanted to establish a powerful, self-sustaining, in- 
destructible republic; political strength and dura- 
bility were his aim, which he accomplished as far 
as possible with the means at his command. But 
if the aim of Lycurgns is contrasted with the 
great aims of humanity, an emphatic condemna- 
tion must take the place of the admiration which 
a first hasty glance had extorted from us. Every 
thing may be sacrificed to the highest interests of 
the state except the end for which the state itself 
is designed, ‘I'he state itself is not the end; it is 
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important only as a means to the realization of- 


this eud, which is no other than the progressive 
development of all the powers of man. If a con- 
stitution impedes this development, it is unworthy 
of our approbation, were it otherwise ever so in- 
genions and complete within itself. In such a 
case its durability becomes a reproach rather than 
a distinction; it is only the prolongation of an 
evil; the longer it continues, the more obnoxious 
it becomes. 

In general, in judging the value of political in- 
stitutions, we may adopt the rule, that they de- 
serve our commendation only in so far as they 
favor, or, at any rate, do not interfere with the 
development of all the useful powers of humanity. 
This observation applies to religious as well as to 
political laws; either are condemnable, if they 
fetter any of the powers of the human mind. 
A law, for instance, which should compel a nation 
to adhere to the dogma that may have seemed 
the most excellent at one time, would be a viola- 
tion of the rights of humanity, which could not be 
justified by any pretext, were it ever so plausible. 
It would be opposed to the highest good, to the 
highest object of society. 

Provided with this general standard, we can- 
not hesitate to pronounce judgment upon the 
republic of Lycurgus. 

A single virtue was practiced in Sparta at the 
expense of all the rest: it was patriotism. 

To this artificial sentiment the most natural 
and most beautiful affections of the human heart 
were sacrificed. 

The political character was formed at the ex- 
pense of morality. Sparta knew nothing of con- 
jugal love, maternal affection, filial piety, friend- 
ship; it only knew citizens and civil virtues. 
For years we have admired the Spartan mother 
who indignantly repelled the son that returned 
froin the fight, and hastened to the temple to 
thank the gods that the other one had met his 
death. It is wrong to congratulate Humanity 
upon such an unnatural strength of mind. A 
tender mother is a much more beantiful pheno- 
menon in the moral world than a heroic monster 
which denies the natural sentiment in order to 
gratify an artificial duty. 

What a much more beautiful spectacle is 
afforded by the rude warrior Marcius in his camp 
before Rome, who sacrifices vengeance and vic- 
tory, because he cannot bear seeing his mother’s 
tears flow. 

By making the state the father of the child, 
the natural father ceased to hold this relation. 
The child never learned to love its father or 
mother, because being taken from them in its 
earliest infancy, it only knew its parents by hear- 
Say, not by the favors it had received at their 
hands. 

In the Spartan breast the common sentiment 
of humanity was extirpated in a much more revolt- 
ing manner, and the respect for man, which is the 
soul of duty, was irretrievably lost. Inhumanity 
against their slaves was enjoined by law. In the 
Spartan code, the dangeroug rule was laid down 
to consider men as means, not as the end, a per- 
version that led to a legal demolition of the found- 
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Vou. I1.—24 


PERIOD. 369 
was sacrificed in order to obtain an end which 
can only be valuable as a means toward the estab- 
lishment of this morality. 

Can there be any thing more contradictory, and 
can the subversion of any natural law be followed 
by more frightful consequences, than the antagon- 
ism existing between the legislation of Lycurgus 
and the inherent rights of human nature? Not 
enough that Lycurgus founded his republic upon 
the legalized ruin of morality ; he undermined the 
highest destiny of humanity by arresting, through 
a cunningly-devised political system, the minds 
of the Spartans where he found them, and pre- 
venting every possibility of progress, 

Industry was banished from Sparta, sciences 
were neglected, all commercial intercourse was 
rendered impossible, all foreign products were ex- 
cluded. By this means all the channels of mental 
progress and enlightenment were closed; within 
the limits of a perpetual monotony, of a gloomy 
egotism, the Spartan republic was to revolve 
around its own centre. 

It was the united aim of the citizens to preserve 
what they possessed, and to remain what they 
were, not to acquire new truths, and to elevate 
themselves to a higher degree of culture. Inexor- 
able laws had to guard the mechanism of govern- 
ment against all innovations, or even against 
improvements suggested by experience. With a 
view of securing permanency to this local and 
temporary legislation, the minds of the people 
must be held chained to the level where their law- 
giver found them. 

But we have shown that the progressive develop- 
ment of the mental faculties should be the aim of 
every state. 

The republic of Lycurgus could not enjoy per 
petuity unless the minds of the people stood still ; 
hence it could only secure its existence by over 
looking the highest and only object of political 
government. What has been said in praise of the 
laws of Lycurgus, that Sparta would flourish only 
as long as it should observe them, is the very 
worst thing that could be said of them. What 
made Sparta an unhappy republic, was the very 
fact that it conld not relinquish the old form of 
government which Lycurgus had contrived for it, 
without exposing itself to complete ruin ; that it 
had to remain what it.was; that it had to stand 
where a single man had seen fit to place it; Its 
lawgiver could not have made it a more desolating 
present than this boasted perpetuity of a consti- 
tution which was so much opposed to the true 
greatness and bliss of the republic. . ae 

On looking at all these things in their to’ality, 
the false glitter by which the only prominent 
feature of the Spartan republic could dazzle an 
inexperierced eye, disappears in the light of truth ; 
all we see is the imperfect attempt of a novice, 
the first political exercise of a young age that 
lacked the experience and the clearness of views 


‘necessary to comprehend the true relations of 


things. Nevertheless, however imperfect this first 
attempt may have been, it cannot fail to excite 
the interest of a philosophical student of universal 
history. It was a gigantic stride of the human 
mind, to treat as a work of art, interests which 
had hitherto been left to chance and passion. The 
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first attempt in the most difficult of all arts must 
necessarily have been imperfect, but, on this very 
account it is valnable. Sculptors first chiseled 
columns of Hermes, before they attempted the 
perfect form of an Antinous, of an Apollo of 
Belvidere ; lawgivers will have to continue their 
rude attempts for a long time, until the happy 
equilibrium of political and social forces flashes 
upon their mental vision. 

The marble bears patiently the fashioning chisel, 
and the strings which the musician eauses to vi- 
brate, respond to his touch without resistance. 

The lawgiver, on the contrary, works upon a 
self-acting, resisting substance, the free will. It 
is only imperfectly that he can realize the ideal 
which he may have delineated in his brain ever so 
purely; but in such a case the bare attempt is 
worthy of all praise, if it is undertaken with dis- 
interested benevolence, and carried out with prac- 
tical wisdom. 
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found out that the’ possession of power for ten 
successive years might still lead to abuses, 
Henceforth the Archontes were elected every 
year, and inasmuch as one Archon might assume 
royal privileges even during this short .period, 
they divided the governing power among nine 
Archontes, who all ruled together. 

_ Three of these nine enjoyed privileges above 
the remainder. The first Archon, named Epony- 
mus, presided over the body; he signed the public 
acts; the year was designated by his reign. ‘The 
second Archon, surnamed Basileus, or King, 
had to watch over the interests of religion, and 
the business of worship; this office was continued 
from former periods, when the priestly dignity was 
a prerogative of the crown. The third, Pole- 
marchus, was leader of the armies in war. The 
six remaining Archontes had the name Thesmo- 
| tetes, becanse they had to watch over the consti- 

tution, and had to preserve and interpret the 
laws. 

. The Archontes were selected from the noblest 
families, until, at a later period, persons from the 
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direct opposite of the legislation of Lycurgus. 
Inasmuch as these two republics play the prin- 
cipal part in the history of Greece, it is an inter- 
esting business to contrast them with each other, 
and to inquire into their respective defects and 
advantages. 

After the death of Codrus, the royal office was 
abolished in Athens, and the highest power was 
confined for life to an authority named Archon. 
During a period of three hundred years thirteen 
Archontes ruled in Athens. We know nothing 
remarkable concerning the history of this period. 
The democratic spirit which was peculiar to the 
Athenians even at the time of Homer, again be- 
came active at the end of this period. The dig- 
nity of an Archon who held his office until his 
death, seemed too much like royalty ; and some 
of the last Archontes may have usurped more 
power than was proper for them to do. For this 
reason an Archon’s term of office was fixed at ten 
years. ‘This was an important step toward liberty ; 
by electing a new ruler every ten years, the nation 
renewed the act of sovereignty ; every ten years 
it resumed its power, in order to give it away 
again, according to its good pleasure. By this 
ineasure, the Athenian people held in constant 
remembrance what the subjects of hereditary mon- 
archies became entirely forgetful of, that the people 
are the source of the supreme power, and that the 
prince is only the creature of the nation. 

For three hundred years the Athenians had 
tolerated the government of Archons, whose term 
of office lasted for life; but as to the ten-yearly 
Archontes, they became tired of them after the 
lapse of seventy years. ‘This seemed natural ; 
during this period the people had elected their 
rulers seven different times ; consequently they had 
been reminded as many times of the possession 
of sovereignty. In the second period, the spirit 
of liberty was much more active than in the for- 
mer. - 

The seventh of the ten-yearly Archontes was 
the last of this kind. The people desired to enjoy 
the exercise of sovereignty every year; they had 


This constitution was an aristocratic rather than 
a democratic form of government: the people 
had not gained much by the change. 

Next to the good feature of this form of govern- 
ment, which was, to prevent the abuse of power, on 
the other hand it labored nuder the great disadvan- 
tage of giving rise to factions. The supreme power 
had been possessed and relinquished by many citi- 
zens. On laying down their dignity, they found 
it difficult to relinquish the taste of power which 
they had once enjoyed. They desired again to 
hold office: they formed partisans, excited dis- 
turbances in the bosom of the republic. The 
rapid changes in the office of Archon excited a 
hope in every rich and distinguished Athenian to 
fill this office; as long as only one was invested 
with this dignity and kept it fora long period, 
there was no room for sucha hope. At last this 
hope increased to impatience, and the impatience 
gave rise to dangerons plots. Both classes, as 
well those who had been, as those who desired to 
be Archontes, became alike dangerous to civil 
liberty. 

The worst was, that the governing power being 
divided among several, and changing so frequently, 
became exceedingly weak. A strong hand was 
required to control the factions and to check the 
rebellious spirits. Powerful and bold citizens 
threw the republic into a state of confusion, and 
sought to be independent. 

In order to arrest these disorders, a blameless 
and nniversally-feared citizen was commissioned 
to reform the laws, which had hitherto consisted 
in defective traditions. This citizen’s name was 
Draco, a man without human feeling, who deemed 
human nature incapable of good, beheld all human 
actions in the gloomy mirror of his own dark soul. 
had no patience with the ordinary weaknesses of 
human nature; a poor philosopher, without any 
knowledge of human nature, with a cold heart, 
contracted mind, and unyielding prejudices. Such 
a man might do very well in executing laws, but 
no worse man could be selected to frame them. 

But little of Draco's legislation has come to us, 
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but this little depicts the man and the character 
of his laws. All crimes were indiscriminately 
punished with death, idleness or murder, stealing 
a cabbage-head and a sheep, or arson and high 
treason. When asked why he punished trifling 
transgressions as severely as the heaviest crimes, 
he answered: “ The most trifling violations of the 
law are worthy of death; for the graver offenses 
I know of no severer penalty, hence I have to 
punish both with death.” 

Draco’s laws are the attempt of a beginner in 
the art of governing men. Terror is the sole in- 
strument by means of which he obtains his end. 
He contents himself with punishing the trans- 
gressions that have been conmitted, he does not 
prevent them, he does not take the least pains to 
stop up the sources of evil, and to improve the 
character of the people. To extirpate a man for 
having done some wrong, is tantamonnt to cut- 
ting down a tree for having produced one bad 
fruit. 

His laws were doubly condemnable, because they 
offended the feelings and rights of humanity, and 
were not adapted to the people for whom they 
were intended. If there was a people living who 
could not prosper under such laws, that people 
were the Athenians. T'he slaves of the Pharaohs 
might finally have accommodated themselves to 
such laws, but how could Athenians be expected 
to bend their necks under such a yoke? 

They did not remain in force more than half a 
century, although he designated them with the 
presumptuous title of unchangeable laws. 

Draco has fulfilled his mission very badly; his 
laws injured the republic instead of benefiting it. 
Since his laws could not be executed, and no 
other laws being in existence to meet emergen- 
cies, Athens was actually without any laws, and 
the saddest anarchy prevailed, 

At that period the condition of the Athenian 
people was indeed deplorable. One class of citi- 
zens possessed every thing, the other class no- 
thing; the poor were oppressed and plundered 
by the rich in the most cruel manner. The two 
classes were separated by an impassable gulf, 
Want compelled the poor to apply to the rich for 
help, who, like leeches, had drained them of their 
blood; but the assistance rendered was dearly 
paid for. Money had to be taken up at an enor- 
mous rate of interest, and if it was not refunded 
at the stipulated period, their property was for- 
feited by the foreclosure of mortgages. After 
having exhausted all their .means, and being 
obliged to live, they had to sell their children into 
bondage, and finally, if this expedient likewise 
failed them, they had to pawn their own bodies, 
and suffer their creditors to sell them as slaves. 
There was no law against this inhuman traffic in 
human flesh, and the cruel rapacity of the rich 
knew no bounds. If the republic was not to be 
ruined by this frightful ineqality of conditions, the 
equilibrium of property had tu be restored by vio- 
lent means. 

Three parties had arisen among the people, all 
of whom aimed at the establishinent of a social 
order based upon a just distribution of property. 
One party, to whom the poor citizens belonged, 


demanded a democratic government, an equal dis- | 
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tribution of the soil like that which Lycurgus had 
introduced into Sparta; the other two parties, 
consisting of the rich, contended for an aristo- 
cracy. ; 

The third party desired a combination of the 
two former, and opposing both, prevented either 
from carrying their point. 

There was no chance of settling this difficulty 
in a quiet manner, unless a man could be found 
to whose judgment the three parties wonld be 
willing to bow, and whom they would be willing tc 
adopt as their arbiter. 

Happily such a man was found, and the ser 
vices which he had rendered to the republie, his 
gentleness and justice, and the reputation of his 
wisdom had attracted the eyes of the nation for a 
long time previous. This man was Solon, like 
Lycurgus of royal descent, for he numbered 
Codrus among his ancestors. Solon’s father had 
been a very rich man, but he had reduced his 
means of support by his largesses to the poor, and 
young Solon had to devote himself to mercantile 
pursuits during the first years of his citizenship. 
The journeys which he had to undertake. and his 
intercourse with foreign nations, afforded him 
many opportunities of enriching his mind, and of 
cultivating his genius by intercourse with foreign 
sages, At an early period he applied himself to 
poetry, and his talent in this art was afterward of 
great use to him in clothing moral truths and po- 
litical rules in this delightful garb. His heart was 
susceptible to pleasure and love; the foibles of 
his youth rendered him forbearing toward others, 
and imparted to his laws the character of meek- 
ness and equity which distinguished them so 
beautifully from the laws of Draco and Lycurgus. 
He had also been a brave general, had conquered 
the island of Salamine for the republic, and had 
rendered other important military services. At 
that time the study of philosophy was not sepa- 
rated, as it now is, from political and military 
functions; the philosopher was the best states- 
man, the most experienced chieftain, the bravest 
soldier; his wisdom was made available in every 
department of civil life. 

Solon was equally loved by all parties. The rich 

entertained high hopes of him, because he himi- 
self was a rich man. The poor confided in hin, 
because he was an honest man, The intelligent 
portion of the Athenians desired him for their 
ruler, because the monarchy seemed to them the 
safest means of suppressing thespirit of faction ; his 
relatives desired the same thing, but from inter- 
ested motives, because they wished to share the 
government with him. Solon rejected this ad- 
vice. “The monarchy,” he said, “is a oeautiful 
house, but it has no ontlet.” 
- He contented himself with allowing the people 
to elect him archou and lawgiver; he undertook 
this work unwillingly, and only out of respect for 
the nation. 

He commenced his work with issuing the cele- 
brated edict called sezsachtheza, or discharge, by 
which all debts were abolished, and the pawning 
of one’s body was forever prohibited. This edict 
was a violent infringement of the rights of pro- 
perty, but the extreme need into which the repub- 
lic was plunged, rendered violent measures neces- 
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sary. This measure was the less evil of two, for 
the class who suffered by its operation, was much 
smaller than that which was benefited. 

By this beneficent edict he at once relieved the 
poor of the heavy burden under which they had 
been groaning for centuries; the rich were not 
made poor by it, for they retained that which 
they actually possessed; he only took from them 
the means of being unjust. For all that, he 
earned no more gratitude at the hands of the 
poor than at those of the rich. The poor had 
been hoping for an equal distribution of the soil, 
such as the Spartans enjoyed, and grumbled be- 
cause he had deceived them. They forgot that 
the lawmaker owes justice to the rich as well as 
to the poor, and that it was unadvisable to imi- 
tate the arrangement of Lycurgus, because it was 
unjust. 

The ingratitude of the people extorted a modest 
complaint from the lawgiver’s lips. “ Formerly,” 
he said, “my praises were sounded by all; now 
every body squints at me with an inimical eye.” 
Soon, however, the beneficent consequences of 
his arrangements showed themselves. The pea- 
sants who had been enslaved heretofore, now were 
free; the citizen now cultivated as his own the 
field which he had heretofore been obliged to 
work for a creditor as a common day-laborer. 
Many citizens who had been sold to foreigners 
and already began to forget their own langnage, 
now returned to their former homes as free be- 
ings. 

The confidence with which the lawgiver ltad 
first been elected, was restored. The whole re- 
form of the republic was intrnsted to his care, 
and unlimited power was given him to dispose of 
the property and the rights of the citizens. The 
first use he made of this power, was to abolish 
the laws of Draco, except such as were directed 
against murder and adultery. 

After this he undertook the important task of 
giving a new constitution to the republic. 

All Athenian citizens had to furnish a state- 
ment of their means of snpport, and, agreeably 
to the basis thus furnished, were divided into four 
classes. 

The first class comprehended those who enjoyed 
a yearly income of fifteen hundred measures of 
dry and liquid property. 

The second class comprehended those who had 
three hundred measures aud were able to keep a 
horse. 

The third class those who only owned half this 
amount, and where two had to join in order to 
make up the former number; for this reason they 
were designated a yoke. 

The fourth class comprehended those who did 
aot possess any landed property, and who earned 
their living by manual labor,—artists, mechanics, 
and day-laborers. 

The three first of these four classes were per- 
mitted to hold public offices, from which those 
belonging to the fourth class were excluded; in 
public meetings, however, the members of the 
fourth class voted, like the rest, which secured to 
them a large share in the government of the 
country. «All important transactions were laid 


nefore the national assembly, termed ecclesia, | 
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which decided concerning them: such as the elec- 
tion of officers, the distribution of offices, impor- 
tant litigations, financial transactions, peace and 
war. If the text of the law was obscure, and the 
judge was not perfectly certain concerning its 
meaning, the matter had to. be laid before the 
ecclesia, which decided, in last resort, how the law 
was to be interpreted. From every tribunal there 
lay an appeal to the people. Before the age of 
thirty, nobody could be a member of the national 
assembly; but as soon as he had attained the 
legal age, he was not permitted to stay away from 
its sittings without rendering himself amenable to 
punishment ; for Solon detested and opposed 
nothing more than indifference to the affairs of 
the state. 

Thus the Athenian constitution had a perfectly 
democratic form; the people were sovereign in 
the strictest sense of the term; they ruled not 
merely by representatives, but directly, in their 
own names. 

Soon, however, this arrangement led to unplea- 
sant consequences. ‘The people had attained 
power too rapidly to enjoy it with moderation ; 
passions broke loose in the public assemblies, and 
the tumult which prevailed on such occasions did 
not always admit of calm deliberations, and wise 
decisions. To meet this inconvenience, Solon 
created a Senate, to which each of the four classes 
had to send one hundred members. ‘This senate 
had previously to deliberate on the business that 
was to be laid before the ecclesia. Nothing that 
had not previously been considered by the senate 
eould be brought before the people to who:n the 
finul decision was exclusively reserved. After a 
subject had been laid by the senate before the 
people, the orators rose for the purpose of influ- 
encing the people in their decision. ‘This class 
has acquired considerable renown in history, and 
has done as much injury to the republic by seek- 
ing to influence the susceptible and versatile 
genius of the Athenians by their arts of oratory, 
as it might have benefited the state, if self-inter- 
est had not prompted the brilliant efforts of the 
speaker, The orator resorted to all the artifices 
of eloquence, in order to induce the people to 
adopt the views he had at heart; if he under- 
stood his art, the hearts of the people were in his 
hands. These orators bound the people by gen- 
tle and legitimate chains. They ruled by persua- 
sion, and their rule was not the less powerful be- 
cause it left the choice of the people seemingly 
free. The people were free to adopt or reject a 
proposition ; but their freedom of choice was di- 
rected by the cunning with which the propositior 
was discussed and expounded. If the orators 
had always been animated by pure and true mo- 
tives, this arrangement might have been condu- 
cive to much good. But soon the art of oratory 
was perverted by sophists, who made it their 
business to make evil look like good, and good 
like evil. 

In the middle of Athens was a large public 
sqnare, called the pryéaneum, which was sur- 
rounded by the statues of gods and heroes. ‘The 
Senators assembled in this square, and were on 
this account called Prytani. A prytan was ex- 
pected to lead a blameless life. No debanchee 
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no one who had treated his father with disrespect, 
no one who had ever been intoxicated, must think 
of beiùg elected to the honorable office of a Seun- 
ator. ; 

Subsequently, after the population of Athens 
had increased, and in the place of the four classes 
introduced by Solon, ten had been established, 
the number of Senators likewise increased from 
four limudred to one thousand. Of these thousand 
prytani only five hundred were in active service 
annually, nor were these five hundred employed 
all at oue time. Fifty of them governed for five 
weeks at a time, in such a manner that only ten 
of them were in office every week. Thus it be- 
came impossible to rule in an arbitrary manner, 
for each had as many witnesses to his acts as he 
had colleagues, and the successor had it in his 
power to examiue the acts of his predecessor. 
Every five weeks the people assembled four times, 
not counting extraordinary convocations ; by this 
arrangement all delay was rendered impossible, 
and business was transacted with dispatch, 

Beside creating the Senate, Solon likewise re- 
stored the Areopagus, whose authority Draco had 
curtailed because this tribunal judged too mildly 
to suit his own cruel temper. Solon made it the 
supreme guardian of the laws, and, according to 
Plutarch’s statement, attached the republic to 
these two tribunals, the Seuate and Areopagus, as 
to two anchors. 

These two tribunals had been instituted for the 
purpose of watching over the preservation of the 
republic and its laws. ‘Ten other tribunals had 
charge of the application of the laws; they con- 
stituted the ordinary judiciary. Murderers were 
tried before four courts, the palladium, delphinium, 
phreattys, aud heliæa. Only the two first were 
coufirmed by Solon; they had been instituted by 
the kings. Unintentional homicide was tried by 
the palladium. By the delphinium those were 
tried who admitted having killed a persou, but for 
justifiable causes. The phreattys was instituted 
for the trial of those who were accused of inten- 
tional murder after they had already fled out of 
the country on account of unintentional homicide. 
‘The accused appeared on board a vessel, and his 
judges were seated on the beach. If he was in- 
noceut, lie returned to his place of exile in peace, 
in the joyous hope of being some time or other 
permitted to return home again. If he was ad- 
judged guilty, he returned likewise without being 
molested, but he was never again permitted to 
return home. 

The fourth tribunal, the heliza, derived its 
name from the sun, because it was wont to meet 
immediately after sunrise, at some place that the 
sun shone upon. ‘This court was an extraordinary 
commission of the other three tribunals ; its mem- 
bers were both magistrates and judges, ‘They had 
not ouly to apply and execute, but likewise to 
mend and interpret the laws. Their meeting was 
very solemn, and a terrible oath bound them to 
speak the truth. 

As soon us sentence of death had been pro- 
nounced, and the accused had not evaded it by 
voluntary exile, he was delivered over to the 
eleven ; this name was assigned to a commission 
to which cach of the ten classes furnished a 
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member, who, together with the executioner, 
made eleven. ‘These eleven superintended the 
prisons and executed the sentence of death. The 
Athenians had tlree-modes of putting criminals 
to death. They were either hurled down a pre- 
cipice, or into the ocean ; or they were decapitated, 
or poisoned with hemlock. 

Next to the death-penalty, ranked exile. In 
happy countries this punishment appears terrible ; 
there are countries from which it is no misfortune 
to be exiled. The fact that the Athenian people 
ranked exile next to the death-penalty, and, if 
perpetual, considered it equal to the latter, speaks 
well for the nobleness of their national sentiment. 
An Athenian who had lost his country, never 
found another Athens anywhere. 

Exile, except ostracism, was accompanied by 
confiscation of property. 

Citizens, who, by personal merit or good for- 
tune, had acquired more influence and authority 
than was consistent with republican power, and 
were suspected of becoming dangerous to repub- 
lican liberty, were sometimes banished ‘without 
deserving their exile. To save the republic, in- 
justice was practiced toward a single citizen. The 
idea which underlies this motive, may be praise- 
worthy in itself; but the remedy they resorted to, 
evinces political childishness. ‘This sort of exile 
was termed ostracism, because the votes were 
writteu upon pieces of slate. Six thousand votes 
were necessary to inflict this penalty. In the 
nature of things, only the most meritorious citi- 
zens were ostracized: this penalty was therefore 
an honor rather than a disgrace, but it was, for all 
that, an act of injustice and cruelty, for it de- 
prived the most worthy of that which was dearest 
to him, his home. 

Disputes of less importance were brought be- 
fore six inferior courts which never acquired 
much influence, because the condemned parties 
had the right of appeal from every one of them 
to the higher courts, and to the ecclesia. Every 
citizen plead his own cause, except women, chil- 
dren, and slaves. The duration of the speeches 
which the complainant and the defendant were 
allowed to make, was regulated by dropping water 
which served as a time-piece. The most import- 
aut civil suits had to be decided in twenty-four 
hours. = 

Thus much of the civil and political institu- 
tions of Solon. But this lawgiver did not confine 
his attention to these points. The ancient law- 
makers enjoyed the privilege of fashioning man 
in accordance with their laws; they extended 
their attention to the public morality, the forma. 
tion of character; they never separated the man 
and the citizen, as is the case with us. Among 
us the laws are very frequently antagonistic to 
the customs and morals of the people; among 
the ancients a beautiful harmony prevailed be- 
tween the laws and the public morals. ‘This is 
the reason why their public bodies, charged with 
the maintenance of order, were animated by so 
much vital zeal, which is unkuown in the preseut 
age; the form of government was impressed with 
indelible traits upon the souls of the citizens. 

In this respect, however, we must not bestow 
undue praise upon the ancieuts. It may be said 
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that the intentions of ancient law-makers were, 
with scarcely an exception, praiseworthy and 
wise, but they did not always employ the best 
means to execute them. These means frequently 
show a deficient appreciation of human nature, 
and an important knowledge of the operations of 
the human mind, ‘They went too far, where we 
do not go far enough, If our law-makers are 
wrong in entirely neglecting the enactment of 
laws for the observance of moral duties, the Gre- 
cian law-makers comuiitted the great wrong of 
enforcing the fulfillment of moral duties by severe 
penalties, Freedom of the will is the first condi- 
tion of moral beanty, and this beauty is destroyed 
the moment we undertake to enforce moral virtue 
by legal penalties. It is the noblest privilege of 
huinan nature to determine its own conduct, and 
to do the good for its own sake. No law should 
enforce, by compulsory means, fidelity to the 
friend, generosity toward an enemy, gratitude to- 
ward father and mother; if such means are em- 
ployed, a free moral sentiment becomes the result 
of fear, a slavish emotion, 

But to return to Solon. 

One of his laws ordains that every citizen 
shall regard an insult perpetrated against any 


other citizen, as if it had been done to himself, 


and he shall not rest until the perpetrator is pun- 
ished. The intention by which this law was dic- 
tated, is doubless a good one. The intention was 
to inspire every citizen with a warm interest in 
his neighbor, and to induce all to look upon each 
other as the members of a great and coherent 
whole, What a pleasant surprise it would afford 
us to arrive in a country, where every passer-by 
should protect us from insults! But how much 
less pleasure would this protection afford us, if 
we were told that is was compulsory. 

Another law instituted by Solon, inflicts in- 
famy npon any one who should remain neutral 
during a rebellion. This law was likewise dic- 
tated by a good intention. The law-maker was 
anxious to inspire his fellow-men with a lively 
interest in the affairs of the state. Indifference 
toward the country seemed to him a most detest- 
able state of mind in any citizen. Neutrality 
may frequently result from such indifference; but 
he forgot that the most ntense devotion to the 
country frequently commands such indifference, 
in case both parties, for instance, should be 
wrong, and the country should equally lose by 
the ascendency of either. 

By another law, Solon forbids speaking ill’ of 
the dead, or even speaking ill of the living in 
public places, such as in courts, in a temple or 
theatre. He absolves children that are not born 
in wedlock, from all filial duties toward the fa- 
ther, on the plea that the father has already had 
his share of such duties by enjoying the sensual 
delight of procreation; he likewise absolved the 
son of the duty of taking care of his father, if 
he had neglected to bind his son to a trade. 
He permitted the making of wills, and giving away 
one’s property indiscriminately ; for friends of 
one’s own choice, he asserted, were worth more 
than mere relatives. He abrogated dowries, be- 
cause he wished marriages to resnlt from love, 
not from interest. Another proof of his gentle 
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disposition is furnished by the fact that he called 
odious things by milder names. Taxes were called 
contributions; soldiers were guardians of the 
city; prisons were called apartments, and the 
abolition of debts he designated by the term re- 
lief. He moderated by wise regulations the lux- 
ury to which the Athenians were so prone; rigid 
laws watched over the morals of females, over 
the intercourse between the sexes, and the sanc- 
tity of marriages. 

He ordained that these laws were only to bs 
valid for one hundred years. How much more 
sagacious was he than Lycurgus! He compre- 
hended that laws are only the instruments of cul- 
ture; that nations, when fully grown, require a 
different direction from those that are still living 
in their infancy. Lycurgus perpetuated the men- 
tal infancy of his Spartans, in order to secure, 
by this means, the perpetuity of his laws; but 
both his republic and his laws have vanished. 
Solon, on the contrary, only instituted his laws 
for one hundred years, and even to this day, many 
of his laws are in force in the Roman code. 

Solon has been reproached with giving too 
much power to the people. ‘This reproach is not 
unfounded. In trying to avoid one cliff, oligar- 
chy, he came too near the other, anarchy; but he 
only approached it, for the Senate and the Areo- 
pagus were powerful restraints of the popular 
will. The inseparable defects of a democratic 
government, tumultnous and vehement discus- 
sions, and party-spirit, could not, it is true, be 
avoided in Athens; but these evils are to be 
charged much more upon the form he chose than 
upon the essential nature of democracy, He erred 
in allowing the people to discuss their affairs in 
mass-meetings, instead of selecting representa- 
tives; on account of the crowd, such discussions 
could not well take place without confusion and 
tumult, and the large number of poor voters oc- 
casioned frequent resort to bribery. Ostracism, 
which could not be inflicted unless six thousand 
persons had voted in favor of the measnre, may 
show us how tumultuous such mass-meetings of 
the people may have been. On the other hand, 
if we consider how well even the common man 
was acquainted with the business of the republic, 
how powerfully and actively every heart was moved 
by patriotic impulses, how much care the law- 
giver had taken to make the love of country the 
leading sentiment in the heart of every citizen : 
we shall acquire a better idea of the political 
sense of the Athenian people, whom we should 
not place upon a level with the common people 
of this age. All large meetings lead to more or 
less lawlessness as their immediate result; 
smaller assemblies find it difficult to keep clear 
of aristocratic despotism. To hit the right 
mean between these two extremes, is a difficult 
problem that will only be solved by future gene- 
rations. I shall always admire the spirit that 
animated Solon in giving his laws the spirit of 
sound and genuine political science which never 
loses sight of the fundamental principle upon 
which all governments should rest, which consists 
in the people making their own laws, and induc- 
ing them to fulfill the duties of a citizen from 
rational conviction and patriotism, not from & 
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slavish fear of punishment, from a blind ané 
passive submission to the will of a master. 

Solou’s respect for human nature was a beauti- 
ful trait in his character. 
man to the state, or the end to the means, but he 
caused the state to be subservient to the high 
purposes of human existence. His laws served 
as yielding bonds, by whose guiding but gentle 
and scarcely-perceptible support the minds of the 
citizens were enabled to move with freedom and 
ease in every direction ; whereas the laws of Ly- 
curgns operated like iron fetters, against which 
the bold heart chafed until it sank bleeding and 
oppressed under the heavy yoke. Every possible 
avenue of progress was opened by the Athenian 
lawgiver to the genius and industry of his fellow- 
citizens ; the Spartan lawgiver, on the contrary, 
stopped up every avenue of development, except 
political merit. Lycurgus enjoined idleness by 
law; Solon punished it severely. Hence every 
virtue matured in Athens, trades and arts flour- 
ished, every channel of industry was stirring with 
life ; every field of knowledge was cultivated in 
that republic. Has Sparta produced a Socrates, 
a Thucydides, a Sophocles, a Plato? Sparta 
could only produce rulers and warriors; no artists, 
no poets, no thinkers, no citizens of the world. 
Both Solon aud Lycurgus were great men, both 
were honest men; but how different have been 
their actions, since they started from opposite 
grounds! Round about the Athenian law-giver, 
liberty and joy, industry and abundance, the arts 
and virtues, the graces and muses are grouped, 
look up to him with feelings of gratitude, and call 
him father and creator. Lycurgus is snrrounded 
by tyranny and its horrid opposite, bondage, 
shaking its chains and cursing the author of its 
misery. 


The character of a whole people is the most 


faithful expression of its laws, aud the most relia- 
ble judge of their worth or nothingness. A Spar- 
tan’s mind was contracted, and his heart unfeeling. 
He was proud and overbearing toward his allies, 
cruel toward the vanquished, inhuman to his 
slaves, and servile to his superiors; in -his negotia- 
tions he was unscrupulous and perfidions, despotic 
in his decisions ; even his virtues and greatness 
were deficient in the pleasing loveliness that alone 
wins our hearts. The Athenian, on the contrary, 
was gentle and meek in his intercourse with his 
fellow-men, polite and lively in conversation, affa- 
ble toward inferiors, hospitable and obliging to 
strangers. He was fond of fashion and comfort, 
but this did not prevent him from fighting in bat- 
tle like a lion. Clad in purple, and anointed with 
incense, he yet caused the millions of Xerxes and 
even the rude Spartans to tremble. He loved the 
pleasures of the table, and found it difficult to re- 
sist the allurements of sensuality; but drunken- 
ness and shameless conduct were punished with 
disgrace ; delicacy and propriety were cultivated 
with more care by the Athenians than by any 
other nation of antiquity. In a war against King 
Philip, the Athenians captured some letters be- 
longing to the king, among which one was to his 
Spouse ; all were opened except this one, which 
was sent back to him intact. In fortune, the 
Athenian was generous, and firm in misfortune; 
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he then never hesitated to sacrifice every thing 
for his country. He treated his slaves humanely, 
and the servant, if ill-treated, was permitted to 
bring suit against his master, he generosity of 
these people extended even to animals; after the 
construction of the temple Hekatonpedon had 
been finished, it was decreed that all the animals 
which had assisted in the work, should be dis- 
charged from all further labor, and should be 
allowed during the remainder of their lives to pas- 
ture on the richest meadows without being ever 
called upon to doany more work. Afterward one 
of these animals returned to the work of its own 
accord, running mechanically in front of the others 
which drew freight. ‘This spectacle so touched 
the people that they ordered special keepers for 
this animal, who fed it at the public expense in a 
separate stable. 

It is due to justice to mention the deficiencies 
of the Athenians, for history should not be a flat- 
terer. These people whom we have admired on 
account of their fine manners, their meekness, 
their wisdom, very often rendered themselves 
guilty of the most shameless ingratitude toward 
their greatest men, and of cruelty toward their 
vanquished enemies. Spoiled by the flatteries of 
their orators, having become insolent by their. 
freedom, and vain of their brilliant achievements, 
they freqnently treated their allies and neighbors 
with intolerable pride, and were governed in their 
public discussions by a frivolous and intoxicating 
levity which frequently ueutralized the exertions 
of their wisest statesinen, and brought the repub- 
lic to the brink of ruin. The individual Athenian 
was social and gentle; but in public meetings he 
put off this character. Hence Aristophaues 
depicts to us his countrymen as sensible old men 
at home, but as fools in public meetings. The 
love of glory, and the thirst for novelties ruled 
them to excess; to gain glory, the Athenian fre- 
quently risked his fortune, his life, and not unfre- 
quently, his virtue. A crown of olive-branches, 
an inscription upon a colnmn which promulgated 
his deserts, stimulated him more keenly to great 
deeds than the Persian was stirred up by all the 
treasures of his king. The Athenians manifested 
their gratitude with the same extravagance as 
their ingratitude. To be accompanied home from 
a public meeting in triumph by such a people, to 
hold their attention only for one day, afforded a 
higher and a truer delight to the vain-glorious 
Athenian than any monarch could procure for his 
greatest favorites; for it is something quite differ- 
ent to touch a proud and sensitive people than 
to please one man only. The Athenian had to be 
in a constant state of excitement; his heart was 
unceasingly aspiring after new sensations and en- 
joyments, ‘This desire for newness had to be gra- 
tified by new means, day after day, if it was not to 
become a source of public mischief. Hence it 
was that a public spectacle arranged at the proper 
moment, frequently preserved the public tran- 
quillity which was threatened by an outbreak ; 
hence it was that an usurper frequently won the 
game, if he only knew how to minister to this pas- 
sion for new sensations by an uninterrupted 
course of amusements. But woe even to the 
most meritorious citizen, if he did not understand 
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the art of keeping up the excitement of newness, | under him the arts began to dawn. He died re 


and rejuvenating his merit from day to day! 

The evening of Solon’s life was less cheerful 
than his life had warranted. In order to evade 
the importunities of the Athenians who beset him 
every day with questions and propositions, he left 
Athens as soon as his laws were in operation, and 
undertook a journey through Asia Minor, to the 
islands and to Egypt, where he conversed with 
the wisest men ef the age, and visited the court 
of King Croesus of Lydia, and the court of Sais 
in Egypt. What is recorded concerning his in- 
terview with Thales of Miletus, and with Creesus, 
is too well known to require any further notice at 
my hands. On his return to Athens, he found 
the republic torn by three factions under the 
leadership of two dangerous men—Megacles and 
Pisistratus. Megacles rendered himself powerful 
and formidable by his riches, Pisistratus by his 
political cunning and his genius. This Pisis- 
tratus, Solon’s former favorite, and the Julius 
Cesar of Athens, one day appeared before the 
ecclesia, pale, stretched out upon his chariot, and 
stained with blood from a wound which he had 
inflicted upon himself. “ Thus,” said he, “my 
enemies have maltreated me on your account. 
My life is in constant danger, unless you take 
measures to guard it.” Thereupon his friend 
moved, in accordance with his own previous 
arrangements, that a body-guard should be formed 
whose exclusive business it should be to accom- 
pany him in public. Solon suspected the treache- 
rous object of this measure, and opposed it with 
zeal, but without effect. The proposition being 
adopted, Pisistratus received a body-guard, at 
whose head he at once took possession of the 
citadel of Athens. Now the scales fell from the 
people’s eyes, but too late. ‘Terror seized upon 
Athens. Megacles and his friends escaped from 
the city, which they left to the usurper. Solon, 
who had not been deceived by his plans, was the 
only one that did not lose his courage; he now 
used the same efforts in animating the sinking 
courage of his fellow-citizens, that he had em- 
ployed before in preventing them from commit- 
ting the rash act, from the consequences of which 
they were now suffering. 
listen to him, he went home, and laid his arms in 
front of his door, exclaiming: ‘ Now I have done 
all I was able to do for my country’s good.” He 
never thought of escape, but continued to censure 
the folly of the Athenians and the unscrupulous 
conduct of the tyrant in the most unmeasured 
terms. When asked by his friends, what gave 
him the courage to bid defiance to power, he re- 
plied: “My age gives me courage.” He died 
without beholding his country’s freedom. 

But Athens had not fallen into barbarous 
hands. Pisistratus was a noble-hearted man who 
honored Solon’s laws. Having been twice ex- 
pelled by his rival, and having twice reconquered 
the government of the city, he caused his usurpa- 
tion to be forgotten by his brilliant virtues, and 
the services he rendered to the republic.’ Nobody 
perceived the loss of liberty, so gentle and quiet 
was his reign. Not he ruled, but Solon’s laws, 
Pisistratus opened the golden age of Athens; 


When nobody would, 


gretted like a father. 

His work was continued by his sons Hippias 
and Hipparch. Both brothers governed harmo- 
niously, and were animated by the same love of 
science. Under their government, Simonides and 
Anacreon were already flourishing, and the Aca- 
demy was founded. ‘The people made rapid strides 
toward the great age of Pericles. 


MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 


ON THE MIGRATIONS OF NATIONS, CRUSADES, 
AND THE MIDDLE AGES.*# 


The new social system which, born in the North 
of Europe and Asia, was introduced by the con- 
quering nations upon the ruins of the Western 
empire, had now had seven centuries to try its 
strength in this more extended sphere, and in new 
combinations, and to develop itself in all its forms 
and varieties. The descendants of the Vandals, 
Suevi, Alani, Goths, Heruleans, Longobardi, 
Franks, Burgundians, and so forth, had become 
permanent inhabitants of the soil which had been 
invaded by their ancestors, sword in hand; when 
all at once the spirit of migration and plunder, 
which had led them to their new homes, was again 
kindled in their hearts at the expiration of the 
eleventh century, in another form and by other 
causes. Europe now sent back to southwestern 
Asia the devastating swarms which it had re- 
ceived from the northern portion of this continent, 
seven hundred years ago, but with very different 
and unequal success; for as many torrents of 
blood the barbarians had been obliged to shed for 
the purpose of founding perpetual kingdoms in 
Europe, as many did it cost their Christian de- 
scendants to conquer a few cities and fastnesses in 
Syria, which they were to lose again forever, two 
hundred years later. 

The frantic folly which gave rise to the cru- 
sades, and the acts of violence by which the reali- 
zation of this undertaking was accompanied, are 
not inviting to an eye bounded by the horizon of 
the present. But if we contemplate this event in 
its connection with the centuries that preceded 
and followed it, its origin seems too natural to ex- 
cite our amazement, and its results appear too 
beneficent, not to induce us to regard the crusades 
with feelings of satisfaction. Looking at their 
causes, we find that this expedition of the Chris- 
tians to the Holy Land is such a spontaneous, such 
an inevitable result of their age, that any intelli- 
gent reader of history, acquainted with the his- 
torical premises of those great events, must have 
imagined them as the necessary developments of 
previously-operating causes. Looking at their 
results, we find that the Crusades constitute the 
first blow by which superstition itself began to 
mend the evils which it had inflicted upon hu- 
manity for so many years. No historical problem 


¥ This Essay formed part of the introductory treatise 
printed in the first volume of the first part of the his- 
torical memoirs published by the author. 


